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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 279.) 
PRIESTHOOD MEETING. 
Sunpay, April 6, 7 pm. 

A Priesthood meeting was held in the Tabernacle. At the afternoon 
session of the Conference an invitation had been extended to the sisters 
as well as the brethren to attend the evening meeting. The choir and 
congregation joined in singing, and the opening prayer was offered by 
Elder George B. Wallace. 

_ ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG 
was the first 1 He expressed gratification at the instructions given 
during Conference, and spoke of the education of the children of the 
Saints, making particular reference to the counsel given by revelation in 
the Word of Wisdom, by the observance of which the physical organization 
of the children was made healthy and strong. He pointed out the neces- 
sity of obedience toall the counsels of the Lord, in order to make desirable 
progress in spiritual and temporal matters; and concluded by bearing 
dens to the divine — of the leaders of the Church in this dispensa- 
| 
BISHOP WILLIAM B. PRESTON 
addressed the congregation. He urged the Bishops and those associated 
with them in temporal matters of the Church to be more diligent in 
learning what was required of them and in doing it. They should set 
worthy examples and should counsel and instruct the people for their 
improvement in material affairs as well as in spiritual duties. He called 
special attention to the duties that devolved upon the Leute Priesthood 
in their labors the Saints. 
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_ ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL. 
made some pointed suggestions to the young men, particularly on the 
necessity of being humble. He spoke of the need for pruning which 
existed among the Seventies, that they might be more firmly rooted and 
be more diligent in performing their duties. He also referred to the labors 
of the missionaries, and to traveling withont purse or scrip, trusting io the 
Lord to give them what they needed; the Seventies should learn at home 
the requirements of missionary work. The Lord would bless the people 
if they had faith. He exhorted the sustain 
in the Priesthood. 

After singing by the 4 “a congregation, prayer was offered by 
Elder John Nicholson. | 


THIRD DAY. 
April 6, 10 a.m. 
The choir and congregation sang the hymn: 

The time is far spent, there is little remaining, een 
To publish glad tidings by sea and by land. 
pot was offered by Elder John D. T. McAllister. 
Singing by the choir: © 
Prayer is the sincere 
| Uttered or unexpressed. 
The following reports were read by Elder Heber J. Grant :— 
A statistical report of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 
Statistical and financial report of the National Woman’s Relief: Society 
for the year ending December 31, 1895. Besides other information it 
showed an enrollment of 23,943, and that 503 branches had been organized 
in the State; receipts of various kinds of property, including’ amount on 
hand at the beginning of the year, 836,310; expended during the year, 
$18,417. The report bears the signatures of Zina D. H. Young; president; 
Jane S. Richards, Bathsheba W. Smith, and Sarah M. Kimball, vice presi- 
dents; Emmeline B. Wells, secretary, and Isabella M. ere 
Annual report of the Young Ladies’ National Mutual Improvement 

Association of Zion, from January 1, 1895, to January 1, 1896. It exhibited 

as follows: No. of associations 406; cash on hand and received, $0,886; 

property, $4,539; balance of cash, $3,669; property, $3,882; increase in 

membership, 227; in a, attendance, 841. Signed by Elmina S. 

Taylor, president, Maria Y. Dougall and Martha H. Tingey, ee 

Ann M. Cannon, secretary ina treasurer. ry 

Of the Primary associations of the Church: Six of the Stakes 8 

reported. Number of associations, 437; officers and members, 32,343; 

average attendance, 14,848; meetings, ith miscellaneous exercises, 11, 353; 

donations to charitable purposes, $576; to missionaries, 843. Signed by 

Louie B. Felt, president, Lillie T. Freeze, counselor ; * eee secre- 

tary, and nine aids to the general board. | a 

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH, 111 
of the Couneil of the Apostles, was the first eee He 1 reed the 
erection of the Pioneer Monument, stating that the statue of Brigham 
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1 had been placed upon a temporary pedestal, for protection from 
the depredations of relic hunters. The permanent monument would be so 
elaborate as to be well worth the amount it would cost when completed. 
He urged greater zeal in laboring toward its completion. The speaker 
also stated the desire of the authorities that home publications should be 
more liberally patronized. They were established and distributed for the 
purpose of spreading among the-people the principles of the Gospel and 
of Church government. Every home in the Church should secure as many 
of these magazines and papers as possible, and they should be freely dis- 
tributed in the different missions as efficient aids to the Elders. Their 
value in this connection had been proved. The spirit of loyalty to these 
publications should be developed to equal the increasing zeal for mission- 
ary work. The zeal in the latter direction was spoken of as developing to 
a remarkable and gratifying extent, and it was thought that this, coupled 
with the needed improvement in the matter of supporting home period- 
icals, would make the promulgation of Gospel principles in the world more 
efficient and easy. He closed with a testimony to the unity and faitbful- 
ness of the Church authorities, and their zeal in the performance of their 
duties, to the end that liberality and love toward all men might be increased, 
. as many as possible be brought to a knowledge of the truth. 
‘ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON 

was called upon to address the congregation. He had rejoiced with the 
general body of Conference attendants, in the spirit of the meetings, which 
he characterized as the most enjoyable in his recollection. One principle 
he felt to impress unequivocally upon the minds of the Saints—their union 
in carrying out all the designs and purposes now in contemplation and 
progress. The authorities should be liberally sustained in their various 
projects, that they, holding the keys of the kingdom, might be able to 
open the doors of salvation and development to the people. There could 
be no doubt as to where those keys were to be found to-day. It was well 
sustained by a revelation to Frederick G. Williams, wherein he was told 
that those keys should always remain with the First Presidency. 

Referring to the peculiar position of the Saints in the past, and their 


firmness in holding it, he said that it was at first difficult for him to under- 


stand the correctness of the new position taken when the old was aban- 
doned, but the key before referred to was manifested to him and he was 
convinced of the correctness of the new stand. With that key in their 
possession the Saints would have no fear for delusions, which would thus 
be stripped of their power to deceive. On every great occasion the pre- 
eminence of the Presidency has been displayed, and this Conference was a 
notable example. Such triumphs, progression, intelligence, and freedom 
would continue, until Zion would take its legitimate place at the head. 
The speaker closed with the, „ that me day of this consummation 
might be hastened. | 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 

made interesting remarks in relation to the “Manifesto,” for which he 
said the Lord was responsible. He gave a relation of some of his personal 
experience, showing how he had been led by the spirit of revelation from 


J 


| 
i 
“ae 


292 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


his boyhood. He also told the manner in which he had been shown, long 
before it occurred, that he should dedicate the temple in this city. He 
predicted many good things concerning Zion. 

ELDER B. H. ROBERTS, 0 
of the first council of Seventies, followed. He said in beende He bad 
experienced great joy in the work of the Conference, and especially that 
nothing had been done which might cause regret. He had possessed from 
boyhood a testimony of the work, and had often been led by the prompt- 
ings and whisperings of the Spirit. He had, perhaps, not always been thus 
guided and controlled, and every such case had occasioned him much 
sorrow. He had been reminded of the word of the Lord to the whole 
Church, at the time of its organization, when it was distinctly shown that 
the Prophet Joseph, having been accepted as first Elder in the Church, 
by the members of it, should be sustained as a seer, translator, and 
Prophet of Jesus Christ, heed being given to all his words and com- 
mandments, as he received them from God. This to the end that the work 
might bestrengthened and preserved from thestorms thatshould break upon 
it. This position would give wisdom to the leaders of the Church, to sustain 
the liberty of the people, and yet guide that liberty to the glory of God, 
by His unerring counsel. 

The speaker also bore testimony to the fact that this power and order 
would never be removed from earth, as it had been in all former dispen- 
sations, on account of the unworthiness of the people. In this dispen- 
sation the unfailing word of God had been pledged to the stability of the 
work, notwithstanding the imperfections of the people. Their loyalty to 
the truth was assured through the promise of God, and the speaker testified 
with power that the authority now exercised in love and zeal by the 
Priesthood should never be taken from them. They would be sustained of 
God, and even though some might have stumbled in the darkness, they 
might still return to the path of right, taking advantage of its unerring 
guidance to the good of salvation. He sustained with humility and faith- 
fulness the decisions and instructions of the Presidency and Apostles, and 
felt to urge all to submit themselves in obedience to the counsels and 
labors of the Priesthood. He hoped always to be able and willing to place 
the Kingdom of God and its interests paramount to all other i issues. | 

The anthem, | 
Praise ye the Father, 
was sung by the choir. 

_ Benediction by L. W. Shurtliff. 


AFTERN OON SESSION. 


2 p.m. 
The session opened by the choir, singing, | 
Great God, indulge my humble claim; 
Thou art my hope, my joy, my rest. 
Prayer by Elder William C. Dunbar. 
Singing by the choir, the anthem: 
Come, let us sing unto the Lord. 
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PRESIDENT GEORGE d. CANNON, 


after s some 8 remarks relating to its contents, announced to the 


Conference that a document addressed to the officers and members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints would be read by Elder Heber 
J.Grant. The reading was then proceeded with. The paper in question 
appeared in last week’s issue of the Star. It was stated by Elder Grant 

that the only reason why the name of Anthon H. Lund did not appear on 
the document in connection with his associate Apostles was because he 
was in Europe on a mission, and, he being out of reach, his signature could 
not be obtained. | 

A motion was made by Elder Angus M. Cannon, seconded by Elder 
Joseph E. Taylor, that the Conference adopt the position of the author- 
ities as defined in their statement to which the people had listened. An 
opportunity was given for remarks pertinent to the motion. None were 
offered and the question being called for, it was put to the people by 
President George Q. Cannon, and carried unanimously. 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
presented the general authorities of the Church to the Conference as 
follows: 

Wilford Woodruff as Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. 

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Lorenzo Snow as President of the Twelve Apostles. 

As members of the Council of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, 
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry 
Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. 
Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, and Abraham H. Cannon. 

The Counselors in the First oe and the Twelve Apostles as 
Prophets, Seers, and Revelators. 

Patriarch to the Church—John Smith. 

First Seven Presidents of the Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeld- 
sted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S. 
Wells, and Edward Stevenson. 

William B. Preston as Presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as his 
First, and John R. Winder as his Second, Counselor. 

_ Franklin D. Richards as Church historian and general Church recorder, 
with John Jaques and Chas. W. Penrose as his assistants. 

As the Church Board of Education—Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, 
George Cannon, Karl G. Maeser, Willard Young, George W. Thatcher, 
Anthon H. Lund, James Sharp, and Joseph F. Smith. 

As eee ee for the body of religious worshipers known as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—Wilford Woodruff. 

John Nicholson as Clerk of the General Conference. 

All the voting to sustain the authorities as presented was unanimous. 

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
of the Council of the Apostles, said in substance: 

The action taken in the Conference to-day had brought great relief to 
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the community and manifested the wisdom and consistency of the watch- 
care of God in the affairs of the Church. He rejoiced in the acquisition of 
Statehood after so many years of waiting, and in the prudence al en 
displayed in the administration of the affairs of the commonwealth. ‘Trie 
under new and peculiar conditions, the Saints, he hoped, would be equal 
to the emergencies presented to them. Many vicissitudes had been passed 
through of late, resulting in the unexpected wealth and poverty of many 
of the people. These were intended to prepare the people for the use of 
the means God was preparing to give them, for the furtherance of the 
cause of truth. He testified to the growth and improvement of the. people 
of God, and the attention being attracted to the Latter-day Saints from 
the world at large. 
He closed with an invocation of the 2 of God upon all who work 
righteousness in the earth. | 
PRESIDENT GEORGE d. CANNON © | | 
addressed the conference on spiritual gifts; especially that of . 
by which the Church is led. He defined the operations of that gift, and 
explained some of its leading manifestations. He also asked the Saints to 
regard the First Presidency in their true light, and declared that they had 
never done anything to forfeit their confidence. He asserted that if they 
entertained a feeling of love and confidence in those whom God loved the 
Almighty would bless them. The unjust reproaches of the world could be 
borne with, but foundationless insinuations of brethren cut to the soul. 
He ned for some time giving timely instructions appropriate to 
existing conditions. | 
The concluding portion of President Cannon’ s discourse was devoted to 
giving an explanation of the recent efforts of the Presidency to establish 
enterprises which would furnish the people with ee rae 
The choir and congregation sang: 
The Spirit of God like a fire is burning. 


Conference adjourned for six months. 
Benediction by President Wilford Woodruff. 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Irish Conference was held at No. 17 Cluan Place, Mt. Potting 
Belfast, April 26, 1896. ‘There were present: Anthon H. Lund, Preside At 
of the European Mission; John H. Burrows of the Liverpool office; Stews 
Eccles, President of, and John W. Robertson, Traveling Elder in, the Sco 
tish Conference; Edward Southwick, Traveling Elder in the W 
Conference; Stephen W. Ross, President of, and Charles Peterson, Francis 
Stowell and Thomas Adams, Traveling Elders in, the Irish Conference. 
Meetings were held at 11 a. m., and 3 and 6:30 p. m., all of which were 
well attended, more particularly the forenoon and evening, when the hall 
was filled, many strangers being present. 
At the afternoon meetings held at 90 Thorndyke St., the sacrament was 
administered, and the general authorities of the Church, of the European 
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Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the Irish Conference 
were presented and unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report of the Conference, and the report of the Elders’ labors 
for the past six months were read as follows High Priests 1; Seventies 3; 
Elders 5; Priests 1; Deacons 3; members 68; total officers and 8 
81. Tracts distributed 10,422 ; ‘hones visited 3,651; Gospel conversations 
573; books loaned 366; books sold 13; books given away 52; hall meetings 
50; cottage meetings 15; open-air meetings 3; Sunday School sessions 24. 
Baptisms 4; confirmations 4; children blessed 3; administrations to sick 
10; died 2; excommunicated 1. 

A priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, April 27, at which 
the Elders reported their labors and received much good advice pertaining 
to their future work. On Monday evening the Saints and friends ‘spent a 
pleasant evening in a social way at 90 Thorndyke St. 

‘Thus ended a most enjoyable and instructive conference, the Saints 
being especially pleased with President Lund’s fourth visit to Belfast. 
NATHANIEL JOHNSON, Clerk of Conference. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Investigations made by Dr. Carl Miiller, show that lightning prefers to strike certain 
kinds of trees. Under the direction of the Lippe-Detmold Department of Forestry, 
statistics were gathered showing that in eleven years lightning struck fifty-six oaks, three 
‘or four pines, twenty firs, but not a single beech tree, although seven-tenths of the trees 
were beech. It would em, then, that one is safer in a storm under a beech tree - 
under any. other kind. 


Barun Hirech, who died on the 2ist of 
shill: tate He was born in Munich, the capital of Bavaria, sixty-one years ago. 
His father was a wealthy Jewish merchant, and started his son in business at the age of 
seyenteen. He proved to be a capable financier, and in the course of a few years accu- 
mulated @ vast fortune, estimated at more than £30,000,000. During the past ten years 
he was noted for his acts of public charity; and it is said no man with such great riches 
at his disposal ever used them to better purpose. Although he did much for the poor of 
“his own people he was liberal in aiding others, without regard to nationality or religious 
7 the contents of suspected infernal machines. Professor Brouardel, of the Paris 
Laboratory, assisted by Messrs. Girard and Bordas, has given an account of 
r researches in this direction at a recent sitting of the Académie des Sciences, and if 
r statements on the subject are to be accepted without reservation, it would appear 
be many of the extraordinary precautions hitherto required in dealing with bombs may 
‘now be dispensed with, and the contents of any ordinary infernal machine decided without 
tisk. The erploai ve machines experimented with were exactly similar to those which 
were forwarded some time since to two prominent deputies of the French Chamber. The 
mechanism of these was so adjusted that immediately the boxes were opened the explo- 
sion occurred, One of these was enclosed in s zinc case, the other in a wooden box. In 
the first case the experiment was only moderately successful, the impression on the photo- 
graphic plate only showing an indistinguishable black mass. In the second, however, the 
Contents of the bomb were clearly manifested, nails, screws,| a revolver re and 
showing plainly. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 7, 1896. 


TEMPLE WORK. 


SEVERAL months ago the presiding authorities of the Church were moved 
upon to instruct the presidents of the various missions in Europe to obtain 
a record of the names of those Saints who had died before gathering te 
Zion. The object of this was to have work done for them in the. temples, 
and they would thus be placed in a position to enjoy blessings like 
those who had received temple ordinances in person. The work in this 
line in the British Mission has been nearly completed, and the relatives 
of these Saints who have died will no doubt take a great deal of satisfaction 
in knowing that their labors for the cause of the Gospel in these lands 
have not been forgotten, and that some one will perform for them the work 
that can be done only in the house of the Lord. 

While in general it has been advised that those who are in the Church 
should attend to the work for their own relatives, yet it has been rev sealed 
through the servants of God that it is not absolutely essential for the one 
who does this work to be a relative. In many instances there have been 
faithful men and women who have not heard the Gospel before departing 
this life, but who were looking for it, and would have obeyed it had the 
opportunity been given them. Perhaps they have no representatives in 
the Church, but an acquaintance has become converted, in which case the 
latter has been permitted to attend to the ordinance of baptism for thém, 
and also to perform their other work in the temples. 

There is scarcely a discussion on the necessity of baptism, between a 
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and a person 
of a different faith, in which the question does not arise: What id © 
become of all those faithful Christians who died before the restoration of : 
the Gospel in this generation? And it is a very natural question; for 
fact that God is a just and merciful Father precludes the idea that 
would condemn people for neglecting something of which they had 5 
knowledge, and which they could not have performed if they had 
of it. Unless an understanding of the truth is obtained, serious th ht 
on this question leads people to say that the Latter-day Saints are very 
exclusive in their ideas of salvation. Had not the law of vicarious we 
for the dead been revealed there would have been no end tothe } 
and anxiety of those receiving a testimony of the divinity of this grab 
latter-day work. As it is now, they receive infinite joy in the conteniff 
tion of God's mercy and kindness to His children, for they are taught 
the Gospel will be preached as well tothe spicita of fli jh 
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it is to people living, and that all will be judged according to their works 


and the desire of their hearts, 
Ik the question alluded to is asked. of the world, as to what will be the 


fate of the great majority of mankind who have not even heard of Christ, 
either an evasive answer is given or it is stated that these people will have 
to remain in torment throughout all eternity. Such a conclusion is entirely 
at variance with the true conception of God and His attributes; yet it is 
laid down in the Scriptures, and it is believed by all Christians that with- 
out faith, salvation is impossible. What object could God have in sending 


millions of people upon the earth only to have them leave it with certain 


and eternal condemnation awaiting them? Still some people will try to 
picture Him as having done this, and at the same time they quote the 
Scriptures which say that His mercy endureth forever. 

The doctrine that the spirit is not robbed of its intelligence and that it 
has power to exercise faith and repentance after death is perfectly reason- 
able; but this necessitates that the servants of God preach these principles 
in the spirit world, for wen: cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God.” 

Faith and repentance can be exercised by the spirit of man whether in 
or out of the body, but the ordinance of baptism pertains to the body as 

well as the spirit, and hence this and others of a similar nature must be 
attended to here on the earth either in person or by proxy. The law of 
God that a man must be born of water and of the Spirit before he can 
enter into His kingdom, is as unchangeable as Himself. There is no in- 
justice in such a law, because it applies to all and shows no favoritism. 
The privilege of obeying it will not be withheld from anyone who is 


capable of exercising the necessary faith and repentance which must 


precede it. God is thus just in making no distinction between His chil- 
dren, and merciful in providing a way for every one of them to obtain 
salvation if the means proffered are adopted. 

It will be seen ata glance what a vast field of labor this subject opens 
up, for there are almost numberless people who must at some time hear 
the Gospel message, while there are comparatively few to present it to 
them. The Saints expect that much of their labor during the millennium 
will be in the nature of temple work. They have commenced it already, 
and have accomplished a great deal considering all the circumstances under 
which they have been placed. Those who have been called to assist in the 
temples are uniform in their testimony that this labor gives them more 
pleasure than anything else they have ever undertaken. Manifestations 
of the power and the Spirit of God have been very marked, and these are 
a testimony that the work is accepted by Him. 

The movement to obtain the names of the Saints, as before naar 
is a direct evidence that the authorities of the Church have not forgotten 
these worthy people, and shows that God is guiding the affairs of His 
Church here upon the earth. Though these records are being compiled, yet 
the Saints who are still here should not relax their exertions in the same 
direction, but should rather make greater efforts to obtain all the genealog- 
ical information that is possible, so that if they personally are not per- 
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mitted to perform the labor for their kindred, the ‘information dan be 
transmitted to the proper place and some one can do the hecessary ‘work, 
We can assure all those who will exert themselves in this direction that 
they will not regret the trouble and expense connected therewith: God 
desires that all His children shall obtain salvation, but He also desires 
that all those who receive it shall fully appreciate it. To do this they 
must make sacrifices and overcome difficulties, but when salvation is 
reached all that has been passed through in this life will be considered as 
a mere trifle in comparison with the reward. The Scriptures state that 
there is great joy over the salvation of even one soul, and since the dead as 
well as the living are God’s children and their souls sre precious in His 
sight, there will be a great reward for placing the means ol ee 
within their reach. | B. 


following is a statistical report of the Sebools of the. 
day Saints, as read at the Deseret Sunday School Union Meeting in Salt 
Lake City, April 4, 1896. Number of schools, 761; number of school sessions 
held during the year, 32, 226; number of male officers and teachers, 6, 508; 
number of female officers and teachers, 4, 303; total number officers and 
teachers, 10,811; average attendance officers and teachers, 6, 216; number 
of male pupils 43,231; number of female pupils, 44,551; total number of 
pupils, 87,782; average attendance of pupils, 54, 068; total officers, teachers 
and pupils, 98,593; number pupils in primary department, 33,584; number 
pupils in first intermediate department, 19,197; number of pupils in second 
intermediate department, 15,846; number of pupils in higher department 
19,155. This shows an increase of 6,617 in the over 
previous year. ari 


Agrivats.—The following named Elders in per — 
can Line Steamer Rhynland, on May 6, 1896: For the British. Mission— 
Alexander G. Adamson, John Hirst, Daniel Whipple, and Hadyn * 
Smith of Pleasant Green; Hyrum A. Reeve and Jesse T. Badger of Salt 
Lake City; John Amor of Basalt, Idaho: For the Swiss and German 
mission— Charles C. Crismon and Alonzo E. Hyde, Jr., of Salt Lake City; 
Ulrich Auer of Pleasant Grove; Lorenzo Jensen of Brigham City: For 
the Scandinavian Mission Isaac Carlson of Pleasant Grove; John E. 
Halverson, and John D. Hagman of Salt Lake City; Hyrum C. Christen 
of Manassa, Colorado. With the company was Elder Julius Billeter, Jr., of 
Salt Lake City, who goes to Switserland and e on ee 
business. 


RELEASES AND —The — Elders have been 
n released to return home May 9,1896: 

Wheatley Gibson, Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference; 
Frederick Scholes, Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference; 45 

Joseph Fowers, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference; : | 

Charles W. Robins, Traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference; ; iene 

E. B. Nelson, Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference. 111 

Elder Joseph R. Meservy has 
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and Gotitian’ Mission, and has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elders John A. Hirst and Daniel Whipple have been appointed to taba 
as Traveling Elders in the Irish Conference. 

Elder Alexander Adamson has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Scottish Conference. 
Elder Jesse T. Badger has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the London Conference. | 

Elder John Amor has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Cheltenham Conference. 


Elder Hadyn L. Smith has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 


in the Leeds Conference. 
Elder Hyrum A. Reeve has been U to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Norwich Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Presipent H. A. Tuckert of the Nottingham Conference, in a letter dated 
April 25, says :— 

Since Conference, we have been holding a number of out-door meetings. 
Last night after our meeting in New Radford, we offered to answer any 
civil questions which might be asked respecting our doctrines. An old 
man stepped upon the platform, and said he had only just come and had 
not heard the speakers, but from appearances he would say that we were 
Mormon missionaries from Salt Lake City. Then he commenced a tirade 
of abuse in which he stated that Mormonism was simply prostitution and 
adultery under the cloak of religion, that all we wanted was to run away 
with the wives and daughters of the people, and other such rubbish. We 
answered by stating that Mormonism was not what he said it was: that 
‘we did not want their wives nor daughters, and proclaimed the inhabitants 
of Utah a God-fearing and virtuous people. At this Satan began to rage. 
Our old friend mounted the platform again, and said he did not come to 
argue, but to condemn. It is too late in the day,” said he, “to preach your 
abominable doctrines on the streets of Nottingham, the people don’t want 
them and they won't have them.” He then moved that if we came out 
again that the people turn out in such numbers that they would be able 
to crush us into the earth, or serve us as the Americans serve their beets: 
grind them up/ The vast crowd who had by this time been urged on by 
some apostates, shouted a loud response of hear! hear! Then this pre- 
tended follower of the meek and lowly Lamb said, “I call upon God to 
forever damn all of the ‘Mormons.’ We called their attention to the fact, 
that they were exhibiting the same intolerant spirit which animated the 
Jews when they cried out against the Savior, away with him, crucify 
Him, crucify Him, let His blood be upon us and our children. A hoarse 
shout of derision was their response, the crowd surged to and fro, cursing, 
shouting, groaning, and snapping, like a pack of hungry wolves, some of 
the more reasonable ones among them tried to argue with the others in 
our behalf, but they were powerless. At this juncture the police arrived 
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upon the scene, and ordered the * to disperse, at the same time vir 
ing us not to hold meetings there any more. 

Elder Joseph Barker, president of the Cheltenham Conference under 
date of April 29, 1896, tells of his experience as follows: 

On the 6th of the present month Brother Banford and I left for South- 
ampton, and from there visited our Saints that are scattered from Swanage 
nearly to Exeter and then up through the country to Bath, Tetbury and 
Stroud. We found the Saints all feeling well and very pleased to see us. 
There are some very nice people among them and all desire to prove 
faithful. | 

While at Stroud we had the pleasure of seeing five baptized by the 
Elders laboring there. Two of them are very nice ladies, one of them was 
formerly a Roman Catholics. A young man about thirty years of age and 
two girls, the older being sixteen and the younger twelve years old, were 
also baptized. My belief is that others there will soon follow. 

When we went to the baths to engage‘them for the ceremony of baptism, 
we found they had not yet been opened. We hardly knew what to do, 
but as we understood the Baptists had been baptizing the night ee, 
we concluded to ask permission to use the font in their chapel. 

Brother Robins and I called on the pastor, Rev. Chas. A. Davis, whom v we 
found to bea very pleasant gentleman. After informing him of our errand 
he asked us several questions about our people; and more especially about 
polygamy, and the Book of Mormon. He then wished to know concerning 
our faith in Jesus Christ our Redeemer. He was well pleased with our 
answers, and said he was perfectly willing to grant our request, but had 
some fear about the feelings of his flock; adding that he did not know we 
had discontinued the practice of polygamy, and thought they would also 
be ignorant of the same. He said he could not give us permission without 
the consent of the deacons, but would accompany us and use his influence 
in our behalf. All the deacons except the head one were out of town. 
We found him to be a nice man. He put us through about the same 
catechisation and we received his consent. Mr. Davis took us to. the 
chapel and showed us the font and rooms and gave us the right to use 
them, and requested us to make ourselves as comfortable as possible. So 
we had the keys of the house turned over to us. We made Mr. Davis a 
present of a Book of Mormon, which he was pleased to accept, and said he 
hoped God would bless us in our endeavors to do good. 

One young lady at Bath, applied to Brother Pratt for baptism, desiring 
him to perform the ordinance before he left; but on the day appointed her 
mistress would not allow her the time, so she had to postpone it till she 
had a better opportunity. Elder Purrington is laboring there and thinks 
he is getting his folks somewhat interested. Brother Collard i is his com- 
panion. 

The work is still progressing 8 in Cheltenham. — 

Yesterday I had the pleasure of baptizing three young people. They 
will be a great help in this branch. One is a young man seventeen years 
of age, the nephew of Brother Betteridge. Others of the family will soon 
follow. The other two are Miss Barradale and Miss Due whom you met 
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at our conference. We feel quite encouraged and think with careful and 
energetic labor much good will yet be done here. 

Brother Le Cheminant has found a few members of the Church on the 
Guernsey Island, and feels well in his labors although he is alone. | 

President H. Bullen, Jr., of the Sheffield Conference in a letter dated 
May 2, says that recently i have been twenty-four persons baptized in 
Barnsley and Sheffield. Eight or ten others have expressed a desire for 
baptism, and will have it performed when an opportunity is presented. 
The prospects all over the conference are very encouraging. | 


A VISITOR FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


Ir was some time during the seventies. Diphtheria was raging in the 
county of Sanpete. Among the great number of people afflicted with this 
terrible disease, many were compelled to yield submission to its deadly 
requirements. | 

One case in particular I must necessarily refer to in order more fully to 
express myself in the narrative 1 here wish to ralate. | 

A resident of Ephraim City, in the above-mentioned county, by the 
name of Poul Poulsen, was one among many others compelled to battle 
against the awful disease. Several of his family were bedfast, and after 
some time of great suffering, he lost his oldest son, a boy about ten or 
twelve years of age. 

Among the many sympathizers of the bereaved family were two small 
boys, maternal and paternal cousins to the deceased. The two boys being 
so closely related to the deceased, yet comparatively young and incapable 
of fully realizing their situation, considered well the conditions of this life 
and the certainty of the life to come. 

One day, while sitting under an apple tree in the writer’s garden, con- 
versing upon the real existence of an immortal life beyond this, different 
ideas were suggested as the talk between the boys went on. One was, 
“That in order to know better the real condition of those spirits who have 
been taken fron) this world to the spirit world one would need to havea talk 
with some messenger or witness from that place.” Having been taught from 
their earliest recollection that all men must sooner or later pass beyond 
this life to another world, the two boys took hold of hands, and one said 
to the other: “Let us enter into an agreement that, if it is possible, the 
one of us who dies first shal] come and tell the other his condition in the 
spirit world.” This, a verbal yet solemn contract, was agreed upon, a third 
boy, by the name of Joseph Hansen, being witness. Time went on, and 
the covenant was gradually forgotten. 

In July, 1883, the writer returned from his last mission to Denmark. 
Six weeks later, the Ist day of September in the same year, his eldest son, 
who was one of the boys mentioned above, died, being then seventeen 
years, eleven months, and nineteen days old. The writer knew nothing of 
the agreement the boys had entered into until a few months ago, when a 
rumor came from some one that P. C. Anderson had talked with my son 
who had died, “Tony,” as he was called, his name being Anton. 
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Knowing Anderson to be a truthful and strictly upright man in all his 
sayings and actions among his fellow-laborers, I went to him and inquired 
regarding the matter. 

I asked him if he had seen and talked with Anton, my son, since he had 
died. He answered as follows, as near as I can remember: 

“Yes. It was about nine months after Anton’s death. I was irrigating 
one day south-west of town. Having changed the course of the stream, I 
walked a short distance over to the road, where I sat down, partly lying or 
reclining on my side. While in that position, and looking straight i in 
direction I was facing, I saw Tony walking right up to me, as naturally as 
I ever saw him in my life. Not having the least fear, and entirely forgetting 
myself at the moment, I said: ‘Why, Tony, I thought you were dead.“ 

He looked me straight in the face and answered: ‘Don’t you remember 

“Hesitatingly, I said ‘Yes, but I thought you were dead. 

He more sternly inquired again: Don't you remember our agreement?’ 

“A third time 1 remarked, ‘Yes but I thought you were dead. Then 
how came you here, and what are your conditions?’ I added. 

4eIf it had not been for that agreement,’ he answered, ‘I should not 
have been permitted to come here. It has been very difficult and hard for 
me to come. I am very busy, have a great deal to do; and my conditions 
are more excellent than you are able to comprehend.’ . 7 

“ At that very moment he disappeared before my eyes, apparently being 
in a great hurry.” | 

After the latter statement I inquired of Anderson whether or not he 
was asleep at the time here spoken of, and if he had talked to anyone else 
about this matter. His second testimony was to the effect that he was 
not asleep, but as wide awake as I was at the time he spoke. 

Now I am afraid there are many people, even among my readers, whe 
consider the validity of such impossible. As for me, I could not have 
believed it any stronger had I seen and heard it with my own eyes and 
ears. Anderson to-day has a family, and is a very prominent man in the 
community where he lives, ready at all times to bear testimony, not only 
to the above statement, but also to the truth of the gospel of Christ as 
revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith in this * and e C. 
Nrexson, in the Juvenile Instructor. 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from State papers. ) 

Philo Johnson of Payson, one of the first company of Utah Pioneers, is dead. 

The somewhat sudden death of Anna T. Maeser, wife of Karl G. Maeser, of Provo, 
she was ailing. She died at the residence of ber sister in Salt Lake City on April 2 

Don R. Coray of Provo, Hon. Joseph R. Murdock of Charleston, and other sone 
men are taking steps to build a reservoir in Provo canyon, to be supplied by water from 
is now no water richt. bed on 
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There are 900 students enrolled ia de Brigham Young Academy at Provo. This 
excellent institution is gaining patronage continually. It has the largest number of 
pupils of any college in the State. It has a large corps of ques instructors and ample 
accommodation for pupils. | 

Mother Lillis Barney of mad be the oldest living member of the 
Church. She was baptized in New York State in May, 1831, just a little more than one 
year after the Church was organized. Her ninety-first birthday was celebrated on the 
23rd of April. She is still hale and active. 


Edward Robinson of American Fork, who died April 17, 1896, at the age of eighty- 
eight years, was the oldest railway conductor in the world. He ran the first railway 
engine ever built on its initial trip vver the Liverpool and Manchester road in England. 


That event occurred on the 15th of September, 1830. ‘ 


Chauncey M. Depew and Cornelius Vanderbilt, bois e men of New Lork, 
paid a short visit to Salt Lake City lately. It was Wet dy siti: igh they were inves- 
tigating whether the pruspects are that a new railroad in Utah would pay, and if so they 
perhaps will make a move in the direction of building it. 


Arrangements have been made by the Chicago Pumice Company to have three thousand 
tons of pumice stone shipped from Utah this year, and the assurance has also been given 
that a like amount or more will be taken each coming year. The beds of this stone are 
located near Fillmore, and are said to be almost inexhaustible. 


Mr. Frank G. Carpenter the famous newspaper correspondent, was in Salt Lake City 

on the 20th of April, and had a lengthy and interesting interview with President Wood- 
ruff. He was announced to deliver a lecture on Japan on the 22nd. It is his intention 
the new State. 


Ae ini comp of Merour, situated in the western part of Utah County is now an 
incorporated city. An idea of its rapid growth during the four years of its existence may 
be had from its voting population. At the recent election of the city’s first municipal 
officers 642 votes were cast, while many, who were eligible did not vote on account of 


being too busy in the mines. 


Thomas P. Smith, the oldest resident of Nass died 4 A e six months. 
He was ninety years of age, born at Norwich, England, and was converted to the Mormon 
Church by President Woodruff. He spent years in spreading its tenets, making hundreds 
of converts —one, a minister who joined together with his whole flock and built a church 
for the Mormon Elders to preach in. A number of bis converts emigrated from England 
at his expense. He came to Utah at an early date; and en Oe man 
up the south. He leaves a host of descendant. 


On the 13th of April one hundred and fifty Wennbert of ihe Tu Berna de choir of Salt 
Lake City, accompanied by a number of their friends, started for California in a train of 
seven Pullman cars. Their object was to have a pleasure trip, and for the purpose of 
helping to defray their expenses arrangements were made to give a series of concerts 
while on the coast. Eight concerts were given while away: one in Oakland, five in San 
Francisco, one in San Jose, and one in Sacramento. The conductor of the choir, Prof. 
E. Stephens, said he considered each one an artistic success, and the newspapers in their 
criticisms, spoke very highly of the choir’s ability iu chorus singing, while the audiences 


were, very enthusiastic in showing their appreciation of the choir’s efforts, On Sunday. 


April 19, the choir sang at the church services of the Latter-day Saints in San Francisco, 
and Apostle Heber J. Grant addressed the meeting on the subject of Mormonism. The 
23rd of April. 
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